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Herricks Public Schools 

Standards-Based Report Cards 

Grades K-5 

Parent Guide 
(revised 10/2019)

MISSION STATEMENT
The Herricks School District, a Community of Learners, through its educational 

programs, promotes intellectual curiosity and creative expression, values diversity, and 
measures success by one's personal development and contributions to society.
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“If we base our grades on standards rather than attendance, behavior, or extra credit (which often has 
nothing to do with course objectives), we can actually help students grapple with the idea of quality and walk 

away with a higher degree of self-sufficiency. We can and should report information about student 
performance in areas like attendance and effort, but we can report it separately from academic achievement 

(O'Connor, 2007; Tomlinson & McTighe, 2006).

STANDARDS-BASED REPORTING SYSTEM 

This guide has been created to help parents understand the new reporting system that is aligned with state 

standards.  A standards-based report card communicates student progress toward meeting end of year learning 

standards. The Herricks Public Schools values the partnership between home and school that supports the 

successful development of each child.  Ongoing communication between teachers and parents is essential and 

the standards-based reporting system is another tool to promote communication.   

Standards are statements of what children should know and be able to do at the end of a given year of school. 

The New York State Next Generation Learning Standards aim to provide consistent and clear understanding of 

what students are expected to learn. Standards are written for each grade level and developed in such a way that 

they build upon each other from grade to grade. From the very beginning of the school year, the standards-based 

report card keeps teachers, parents, and students focused on the desired outcomes for year-end learning goals.  

The purpose of the reporting system is to report: 

● Student progress toward, and ultimately achievement of, content standards with end-of-year

expectations

● Behaviors that promote learning, including student social development and work habits

Benefits of a Standards-Based Reporting System 

● Measure what a student should know and be able to do by the end of each grade in each learning area

● Identify the concepts and skills in each learning area based on these standards

● Reflect students’ specific skills and knowledge, allowing parents to have detailed information about

acquired skills including areas of strength and areas for growth

● Align the Herricks Public Schools curriculum to the state standards

● Students, parents, and teachers work together toward shared goals to ensure that students make progress

toward grade level standards

● Students will understand what is expected to master goals for a particular subject area and parents will

be better able to support their child’s learning at home

● Teachers across the district will have common expectations and understandings about learning targets at

each grade level

● Teachers will build upon those prior learning targets and levels of expected student mastery from the

prior year
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Changes to the Reporting System 

The report cards will align to the Next Generation Learning Standards and reflect updates to the Herricks Public 

Schools curriculum and instruction.  The new report card will provide more information about how a child is 

progressing toward meeting the key standards expected by the end of each grade level. 

Parents will find the following elements in the new reporting system: 

1. Reporting titles for each section of the report card that reflect the state and district standards for

instruction. These standards are based on the Next Generation Learning Standards (NGLS).

2. Indicators will define student progress toward the Next Generation Learning Standards and behaviors

that promote learning.

3. Alignment to the Next Generation Learning Standards which articulate what students should know and

be able to do by the end of each grade level.

How will NGLS help students? 

● Prepare students to succeed in a global economy/society

● Prepare students to apply knowledge and actively problem solve

● Provide consistent focus on high level skills across curricular areas

REPORTING PROCESS 

Student progress is measured throughout the year and reported formally three times per year in fall, winter and 

spring. The overall process helps parents and teachers understand the topics studied in each learning area, the 

skills and concepts introduced, and the expected level of performance at each grade level. Student progress will 

be discussed during fall and winter parent teacher conferences. A final report card will be posted on the Parent 

Portal at the end of the school year.  

Ongoing Communication 

Back to School Night 

Phone/Email Conversations 

Samples of Student Work 

Parent Portal 

Additional Resources 

Herricks School District Website 

https://www.herricks.org/ 

New York State Department of Education Next Generation Learning Standards--Parent Resources
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/parentbrochurenextgen.pdf

https://www.herricks.org/
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/parentbrochurenextgen.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/parentbrochurenextgen.pdf
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To learn more about the New York State Standards and to find parent and family resources please visit: 

https://www.engageny.org/parent-and-family-resources 

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/new-york-state-next-generation-english-language-arts-learning-

standards 

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/new-york-state-next-generation-mathematics-learning-standards 

PRINCIPLES OF STANDARDS-BASED GRADING 

• Reporting should be based on clearly specified learning goals and performance standards

o All students in the same grade level in Herricks Public Schools, no matter their school, will be

evaluated using the same standards.

• Evidence used for grading should be valid

o Students are assessed on what they are taught.

• Grading should be based on established criteria, not on arbitrary norms

o On an assessment, students are graded on the standards assessed, not on arbitrary norms such as

poor handwriting or no name on their paper.

• Grading is based on a variety of measures

o Students are assessed in a variety of ways. Grading is not solely based on content and summative

assessments (i.e. tests, performance tasks, projects, final writing pieces). Additionally, student

progress and growth are assessed using teacher observations, classroom performance and

conferences with students, as well as formative assessments (i.e. homework, quizzes, logs,

journals, drafts, anecdotal observations).

• Avoid grading based on averages

o Teachers will shift from traditional grading system determined by test averages to standards-

based grading which is based on progress toward mastery of a grade level standard.

o Reflects students’ current skills and knowledge—not an average.

• Focus on progress and report other factors separately

o The report card is divided into two sections: 1) Behaviors that Promote Learning and 2)

Academic Progress. Academic Progress will not include work habits and responsibilities. While

a student’s work habits and responsibilities may positively or negatively impact his/her overall

progress toward the standards, those characteristics will be reported separately in the Behaviors

that Promote Learning section of the report card.

https://www.engageny.org/parent-and-family-resources
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/new-york-state-next-generation-english-language-arts-learning-standards
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/new-york-state-next-generation-english-language-arts-learning-standards
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/new-york-state-next-generation-mathematics-learning-standards
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STANDARDS-BASED EXPECTATIONS 

Herricks Public Schools Standards-Based Report Card includes student evaluation and achievement information 

reflecting student progress toward mastery of the learning objectives.  The information below describes 

academic areas and topics evaluated in each subject area, as well as descriptors for behaviors that promote 

learning. It is our hope that by providing you with a report card that details academic expectations and 

behaviors for your child, that you and your child’s teacher may work together to assure your child’s success. 

Report cards will address grade level content and descriptors specific to each reporting period. All of the 

descriptors on the report card will be addressed by the end of the year. Please note, however, that some of the 

descriptors may not be addressed or assessed within some marking periods. Those will be marked with / (slash). 

Academic Standards 

The academic standards are aligned with the New York State Learning Standards. 

English Language Arts: 

Student end of the year achievement in English Language Arts is based on the following domains: 

Kindergarten-Grade 2  Grades 3-5 

Reading Standards: Foundational Skills 

Reading Standards for Literature Reading Standards for Literature 

Reading Standards for Informational Text Reading Standards for Informational Text 

Writing Standards Writing Standards 

Language Standards-Grammar & Conventions Language Standards-Grammar & Conventions 

Specific grade level descriptors are addressed within each domain. 

Math 

Student end of the year achievement in Mathematics is based on the following domains: 

Kindergarten  Grades 1-2 Grade 3-5 

Counting & Cardinality 

Number & Operations in Base Ten Number & Operations in Base Ten Numbers, Operations & Algebraic 

Thinking 

Operations & Algebraic Thinking Operations & Algebraic Thinking Number & Operations--Fractions 

Measurement & Data Measurement & Data Measurement & Data 

Geometry Geometry Geometry 

Specific grade level descriptors are addressed within each domain. 
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Science  

Student achievement in Science is based on the NGLS Science and Engineering Practices 

Grades K-5 

Asks questions and defines problems 

Develops and uses models 

Plans and carries out investigations 

Analyzes and interprets data 

Demonstrates an understanding of content vocabulary 

Constructs explanations and designs solutions (Grades 4-5 only) 

Social Studies 

Student achievement in Social Studies is based on NGLS Social Studies practices 

Grade K-5 

Gathering, Interpreting, and Using Evidence 

Economics 

Chronological Reasoning 

Civic Participation 

Specialty Areas: 

Art, Music, and Physical Education 

Student achievement in the specialty areas is assessed on learning objectives based on state standards. Specific 

grade level skills are addressed within each category. 

Art  Music Physical Education 

Creating, Performing and 

Participating in the Arts  

Creating, Performing and 

Participating in the Arts 

Personal Health and Fitness 

Understanding the Cultural 

Dimensions and Contributions of 

the Arts 

Understanding the Cultural 

Dimensions and Contributions of 

the Arts 

A Safe and Healthy Environment 

Responding to and Analyzing 

Works of Art 
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Behaviors that Promote Learning 

The following behaviors have been identified as those that foster growth and learning. They are often referred 
to as the "4Cs": Collaboration, Creativity, Critical Thinking, and Communication. They define and illustrate the 

skills, knowledge, expertise, and support systems that students need to succeed in work, life, and citizenship.

Responsible Learner 

● Works independently and asks for help when needed

● Organizes workplace and materials

● Makes productive use of class time

● Follows directions and class rules

● Strives to produce high quality work

● Completes homework

Collaborator 

● Participates cooperatively with others to achieve shared goals

● Shows respect and recognizes the feelings of others

● Fulfills his/her role and responsibilities in the group with little prompting

● Plays and interacts well with others

Thinker, Problem Solver, and Innovator 

● Uses prior knowledge and experiences to solve problems

● Provides a clear explanation of the problem-solving process and how the solution/product addresses the

challenge

● Perseveres when challenged using a variety of strategies

● Makes connections between and builds upon others’ ideas

Communicator 

● Engages effectively in discussions and expresses his/her ideas clearly

● Poses and responds to questions by making relevant comments that contribute to the discussion

● Communicates ideas through authentic products using words, data, visual representations and/or

technology
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GUIDE TO THE MARKING SYSTEM 

Behaviors that Promote Learning indicators measure a student’s ability to be an independent learner, and a 

responsible, productive member, of the school and community.  These expectations contribute to higher gains in 

student learning.  

Behavior 

 Indicators Descriptor 

C The student consistently demonstrates the behavior. 

O The student often demonstrates the behavior. 

S The student sometimes demonstrates the behavior. 

R The student rarely demonstrates the behavior.  

Academic Progress indicators are used to measure student achievement in all academic and specialty areas 

based on the standards. How a student performs on the grade level standard determines the level of academic 

progress. 

Academic 

 Indicators Descriptor    Student Performance 

M The student consistently and 

independently demonstrates mastery of 

the standard. 

● Student performance is characterized by

consistently meeting grade level standards and/or

extending what is learned.

● Application of skills and concepts are

demonstrated with consistent accuracy and

independence.

P The student is progressing toward 

consistent and independent mastery of the 

standard. 

● Student performance indicates developing skills

with some application within the grade level range.

● The student understands and applies concepts and

skills with minimal errors and support.

B The student is beginning to progress 

toward the standard but requires extra 

time or support. 

● Student performance varies in consistency with

regard to accuracy and quality.

● More reinforcement of skills is necessary to meet

grade level standards, which may require

additional support.

N The student is not yet demonstrating 

sufficient progress toward the standard. 

● Academic support and guidance are needed for

understanding and demonstration of concepts and

skills.

● Time and experience are required for grade level

standards to develop.

"Gray-out" Standards not addressed and/or not assessed at this time. While some learning standards will be   
addressed throughout the entire year, others will be phased in as the year progresses. 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

I took a look at the New York State Learning Standards. Why are only some of the standards listed on 

the report card? 

Our district curriculum is periodically reviewed by curriculum committee and department directors, and at times 

in consultation with outside specialists. Teams of teachers and curriculum directors and chairs reviewed the 

Herricks Public Schools standards for each grade level in the process of developing the report card. Domains 

and descriptors were selected for their importance in measuring student growth in the overarching discipline at 

each grade level. It does not mean that the other standards are less important, or that they will not be taught. In 

order to effectively communicate student progress, specific standards were selected to efficiently report growth 

during each of the three marking periods. 

Why might I see a “gray-out" in certain areas of the report card?

A “gray-out" is used to indicate that a standard is not addressed and/or not assessed at a given time.  Formal

instruction and assessment in the reporting period were not focused on and/or did not allow for assessment 

of the standard.  Some standards are addressed and assessed throughout the school year. However, there 

are some standards that are only focused on during specific marking periods. 

What does “Mastery” indicate? 

This indicator suggests that the student consistently and independently meets all criteria of the grade-level 

standard at the point in the year when formal instruction and assessment related to all aspects of the standard 

has occurred. 

For most standards, which are end-of-year expectations, a student would not be able to receive an "M" at the 

end of the first marking period. 

Every student progresses at his/her rate own rate toward mastery of a standard and the teacher will notify 

parents of any concerns about a student’s progress. 

EXAMPLE: 

For example, for the third-grade math descriptor, "Represents and solves multi-step world problems 

involving the four operations," the underlying standard requires students to: 

• solve multi-step word problems using the four operations

• represent these problems using equations with a letter standing for the unknown quantity

• assess the reasonableness of answers using mental computation and estimation strategies

including rounding

Instruction and formal assessment related to this standard would take place over the first two reporting 

periods.  At the end of the second reporting period, when formal instruction and assessment related to 

all aspects of the end-of-year learning target has occurred and a student consistently and independently 

demonstrates mastery of the standard, the student would receive an "M." 

What does “Progressing” indicate? 

Progressing indicates that your child is meeting the expectations of a standard at that point in the school year.  

Many of the standards are taught and assessed over multiple marking periods.  Students cannot receive an “M” 

until formal instruction and assessment related to that standard are complete. 
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EXAMPLE 

As an example, for the second-grade report card descriptor in math, “Adds and subtracts within 20,” 

the underlying standard requires students to be able to add and subtract within 20 demonstrating 

fluency for addition and subtraction within 10 as well as use strategies such as: 

• counting on;

• making ten (e.g., 8 + 6 = 8 + 2 + 4 = 10 + 4 = 14);

• decomposing a number leading to a ten (e.g., 13 – 4 = 13 – 3 – 1 = 10 – 1 = 9);

• using the relationship between addition and subtraction (e.g., knowing that 8 + 4 = 12, one

knows 12 – 8 = 4); and

• creating equivalent but easier or known sums (e.g., adding 6 + 7 by creating the known

equivalent 6 + 6 + 1 = 12 + 1 = 13).

If formal instruction and assessment within the first marking period focused on the dimensions of the 

standard related to addition and subtraction within 10 and the student mastered those aspects of the 

standard, the students’ progress would be on-target with instruction; the student would receive a “P.” 

What is the difference between an indicator of “Beginning to progress” and “Progressing” toward the 

standard? 

Progressing toward a standard means that your child is meeting the expectations of a standard at that point 

in the school year. 

Beginning to progress toward a standard means that your child may need extra time, experience and/or 

intervention for concepts, processes, and skills to be developed toward mastery.  Areas with this indicator 

may require further discussion with your child’s teacher. 

EXAMPLE 

Building upon the example from above, for the second-grade report card descriptor in math, “Adds and 

subtracts within 20,” where the underlying standard requires students to be able to add and subtract 

within 20 demonstrating fluency for addition and subtraction within 10 as well as use strategies such as: 

• counting on;

• making ten (e.g., 8 + 6 = 8 + 2 + 4 = 10 + 4 = 14);

• decomposing a number leading to a ten (e.g., 13 – 4 = 13 – 3 – 1 = 10 – 1 = 9);

• using the relationship between addition and subtraction (e.g., knowing that 8 + 4 = 12, one

knows 12 – 8 = 4);

• and creating equivalent but easier or known sums (e.g., adding 6 + 7 by creating the

known equivalent 6 + 6 + 1 = 12 + 1 = 13),

Formal instruction and assessment at the end of a particular reporting period might have focused

upon addition and subtraction within ten. A student might have mastered addition within ten but 

be struggling with the aspects of subtraction within ten. Therefore, extra time, experience, and/

or intervention would be required to support the student in working toward the standard. The

intervention could take on a range of forms, including additional time, differentiated instruction 

within the classroom, or extra academic support, depending upon the needs of the learner. 

What is the difference between an indicator of “Progressing” toward the standard and “Mastery” 

of the standard? 

Progressing toward a standard means that your child is adequately meeting the expectations of a 

standard at that point in the school year. 

Mastery of the standard means that your child meets all criteria of the grade-level standard at the point in the 

year when formal instruction and assessment related to all aspects of the standard has occurred. 
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What about the Arts Standards? 

Similar to the academic standards, the arts standards for these disciplines reflect developmental and grade 

level end of year expectations; therefore, students may not demonstrate mastery in the first marking period. 

What does it mean if an indicator for a particular standard changes from marking period to marking 

period? 

The end-of-year expectations contained within a particular standard remain the same. However, the content 

associated with a standard could be taught over multiple marking periods. This may result in very different 

levels of proficiency across the academic year. 

A student might be “Progressing” at the end of the first marking period indicating that he or she has learned all 

of the content from the current marking period.  However, the student might need extra support with the new 

content taught in a subsequent marking period and might receive a score of “Beginning to Progress” for the 

overall standard. 

A student might have mastered a particular standard at the end of a marking period. However, in a subsequent 

marking period, the student might not continue to independently and consistently demonstrate mastery of that 

standard. Hence, the student might receive a score of “Progressing” or “Beginning to Progress” suggesting 

that the student needs additional reinforcement with the content related to the standard. 

What are some suggestions for parents and/or children at home? 

• Keep communication open by asking your child about his/her day at school.

• Listen and comment on your child’s answers.

• Be aware of your child’s ongoing work and progress or concerns.

• Promote daily reading.

• Encourage your child’s natural curiosity.

• Maintain open and ongoing conversation with your child’s teacher to understand your child’s progress.

• Encourage responsibility and organized habits with homework routines, which can help build strategies

that will enable your child to be an independent learner.




